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Osaka Metro Unveils "OSAKAKO Vertiport", a New Takeoff and Landing Facility 
for eVTOL at Expo 2025   

 
New vertiport to host SkyDrive demo flights  

 
 
OSAKA & TOYOTA, Japan, March 28, 2025 - Osaka Metro Co., Ltd. ("Osaka Metro") today announced 
the completion of the "OSAKAKO Vertiport", a new eVTOL take off and landing facility intended to 
serve the venue of the Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai ("the Expo").  SkyDrive, an Aichi-based company 
preparing to provide commercial eVTOL (*1)  services, will use the new vertiport for demonstration 
flights, which will take place as part of the Expo program. To mark the occasion, a completion 
ceremony was held in collaboration with Osaka City.    
 

 
 
 
 



Background  
 
Osaka Metro, a transportation provider aiming to make Osaka a significantly more convenient and 
comfortable city, operates nine metro lines and the New Tram, an automated, driverless service. As 
part of this mission, the company is promoting "e METRO", an urban MaaS (Mobility as a Service) 
initiative designed to meet the diverse needs of customers by providing a unified mobility service 
that integrates various modes of transport, including future eVTOL flights.   
 
SkyDrive's eVTOL aircraft "SKYDRIVE" (*2) offers a new form of aerial mobility that enables fast and 
efficient short-to-medium-distance travel. In combination with existing land transport options, 
SKYDRIVE not only delivers versatility and convenience, it also has the potential to provide unique, 
high-value leisure travel experiences distinct from those offered by traditional mobility options such 
buses (whether scheduled or on-demand) and subway routes. 
 
Recognizing the potential of eVTOL as a promising form of transportation, Osaka Metro, in August 
2024, entered into a business partnership agreement with SkyDrive to realize an ideal mix of mobility 
options for its customers (*3).  
 
In January 2024, Osaka Metro was chosen by the City of Osaka through an open bid process designed 
to select the future operator of a vertiport to serve the Expo venue in Osaka City's Minato Ward. 
 
Since winning that bid, Osaka Metro has been developing the vertiport at Osaka Port’s Chuo Pier 
(central pier) (*4). During the Expo, SKYDRIVE is scheduled to operate demo flights between the 
EXPO Vertiport, a vertiport located inside the Expo site, and the OSAKAKO Vertiport (*5) . 
 
The name "OSAKAKO Vertiport" references "Osaka Ko", the name of the nearest station, which is 
on Osaka Metro's Chuo Line. Through the Expo 2025 program, Osaka Metro hopes to promote wider 
recognition of the word "vertiport" as a term for describing an eVTOL takeoff and landing site. 
 
 
 
Facility Overview 
 
The vertiport facilities include a hangar for the maintenance, refueling, and storage of eVTOLs, a 
takeoff and landing area, and a passenger facility where users can experience the simulated check-
in and boarding of a mock-up eVTOL aircraft through a process that includes facial recognition. The 
vertiport is also designed to serve as a mobility hub, connecting eVTOLs with other transportation 
options such as on-demand buses and shared bicycles. 

Name OSAKAKO Vertiport 
Location 1-105-5 Kaigan-dori, Minato-ku, Osaka City, Osaka Prefecture 
Size About 12,000m2 

Landowner Osaka City 
Maintenance and 
Management 

Osaka Metro Co., Ltd 

Main Facilities Vertiport, passenger facility, hangar, charging facility (planned 
in the future), wind vane, mobility hub (connecting to on-
demand buses, shared bicycles), parking lot 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/bJUprHMIRNc 
A video showcasing a seamless travel experience from facial recognition-enabled check-in through 
to aircraft boarding. 
 
 

Figure 1 こあああ Aerial View of the OSAKAKO Vertiport 

Passenger facility Hangar 

 Vertiport 

https://youtu.be/bJUprHMIRNc


Vertiport Completion Ceremony Held on March 28 
 
A ceremony was held on Friday, March 28, 2025 to celebrate the completion of the OSAKAKO 
Vertiport. During the ceremony, speakers shared their expectations for the future role of the facility. 
SkyDrive also unveiled a full-scale mockup of the "SKYDRIVE," the aircraft which will conduct 
demonstration flights during the Expo. Following the unveiling, members of the press were invited 
to board the mockup. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The role of OSAKAKO Vertiport 
 
In addition to its role as a hub for eVTOL demonstration flights during the Expo, the vertiport also 
will host events open to the general public from mid-April 2025 onwards.  These events will feature 
exhibits showcasing the development of eVTOL technology. Visitors will also have the opportunity 
to experience boarding a mock-up eVTOL aircraft through a seamless process that includes facial 
recognition. Reservations for these events will be available on Osaka Metro's official website starting 
mid-April 2025.   
 
Activities related to eVTOLs will also be held in conjunction with nearby regional events, allowing 
visitors to familiarize themselves with the aircraft in a variety of different settings.   
 
Event Official Website 
https://advanced-air-mobility.osakametro.co.jp/ 
 
 
About Osaka Metro Co., Ltd. 
Osaka Metro is the direct legal successor to the Osaka Municipal Transportation Bureau, which 
operated the subway as the Osaka Municipal Subway. Osaka Metro plays a crucial role in the lives 
of Osaka residents and visitors alike, operating a 141 kilometer-long network of nine subway lines 
carrying passengers across central Osaka. In addition to its core social mission of providing safe, 
secure, and comfortable transport infrastructure that serves the community, the company is also 
conscious of the subway’s role in boosting the city’s energy and vitality, helping a diverse range 
of people to connect, collaborate, and create new value together. By further expanding and 
improving its services, Osaka Metro is committed to supporting the ongoing development of 
Osaka as a truly international city. 

Aerial View of the OSAKAKO Vertiport Aerial View of the OSAKAKO Vertiport Aerial View of the OSAKAKO Vertiport Aerial View of the OSAKAKO Vertiport AOsaka Metro President, Hideaki Kawai SkyDrive CEO, Tomohiro Fukuzawa 

https://advanced-air-mobility.osakametro.co.jp/


For more information, please visit: https://www.osakametro.co.jp/en/ 
 
 
 
About SkyDrive Inc. 
SkyDrive is an eVTOL company aiming “to take the lead in the once-in-a-century mobility revolution”. 
The company began testing eVTOL prototypes in 2014 prior to official incorporation in 2018. Under 
its future vision for urban transportation, flying in eVTOLs will become a regular part of city life. In 
2019, SkyDrive became the first company to fly a crewed eVTOL in Japan. As of 2025, SkyDrive is 
working with civil aviation authorities in Japan and the US to acquire certification for “SKYDRIVE”, 
the company’s latest eVTOL product. SkyDrive began production of “SKYDRIVE” in March 2024 at a 
plant owned by Suzuki Motor Corporation, SkyDrive's official production partner. SkyDrive is 
headquartered in Toyota, Aichi Prefecture, and led by CEO Tomohiro Fukuzawa, an engineer and 
entrepreneur. 
For more information, please visit: https://en.skydrive2020.com/ 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note: 
(*1) “eVTOL” is an abbreviation for electric Vertical Takeoff and Landing. As the name suggests, eVTOL aircraft can take off and 
land without a runway. eVTOLs are powered by electricity and incorporate advanced, automatic, flight control technology.  
 
(*2) “SKYDRIVE” is the brand name of the SkyDrive Model SD-05. 
 
 (*3)  https://en.skydrive2020.com/archives/13429 
 
(*4)  https://subway.osakametro.co.jp/news/news/other/20240202_soratobukuruma_port_jigyousya.php (Japanese only) 
 
(*5) Operation image of SkyDrive's eVTOL at the EXPO  
https://www.expo2025.or.jp/wp/wp-content/uploads/20240926-1-siryou1.pdf  (Japanese only) 

 
 
 
 

Contact: 
Public Relations 
SkyDrive Inc. 
Email: info@skydrive.co.jp 
 

https://www.osakametro.co.jp/en/
https://en.skydrive2020.com/
https://en.skydrive2020.com/archives/13429
https://subway.osakametro.co.jp/news/news/other/20240202_soratobukuruma_port_jigyousya.php
https://www.expo2025.or.jp/wp/wp-content/uploads/20240926-1-siryou1.pdf
mailto:info@skydrive.co.jp

